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Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

INTRODUCTION

A man by the name of Solomon wrote the book of Ecclesiastes in
the Old Testament. And in that book, he was saying that all that
you do for God and with God is serious business, so you had
better be serious about what you choose to do. Then he tells us
how to do serious business with God and what that looks like
practically as followers of Jesus. In this message, we are going to
look at Solomon’s instructions and learn more about how to take
care of business with God.

KEY POINTS

1. Be Discreet Entering The Presence Of God

Solomon very clearly says in today’s key passage that you are to
“draw near to listen.” The word “listen” doesn’t mean just to hear.
The word literally means “to hear and act on what you hear.”

As you enter into God’s presence, your ears should be saying, “I
am here today to listen to the truth God has for me.” Your mind
should be saying, “I am here today to learn the truth God has for
me.” Your heart should be saying, “I am going to walk out of here
and live the truth God gave me today.” That’s the kind of posture
we should all have when we are in the presence of God.

2. Be Deliberate In Offering Your Prayers To God

When you talk to God there is no such thing as an “off-handed”
remark. Everything about God is serious. When you pray to the
God of the universe, you had better think through your words very
carefully. And while, yes, it’s true that Jesus is our friend, that
doesn’t mean we talk to Him with any less respect than He
deserves. We need to be mindful of how we’re talking to the Lord.
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3. Be Determined In Keeping Your Promises To God NOTES
God keeps every promise He makes to you, and He wants you to
keep every promise that you make to Him. You don’t have to make
any promises to God that He doesn’t ask you for, but if you make
one, you keep it.

On the one hand, Solomon says when you make a promise to God,
don’t procrastinate in keeping it, hoping things will change so you
can get out of it or hoping God will forget you made the promise to
begin with. It is better not to make a promise than to make a
promise and not be able to keep it or to make a promise that you
know you shouldn’t keep.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. How do you practically listen to God when you're in His presence?
2. In what ways do your prayers show your respect for your Heavenly Father?

3. What is a promise you've made to God? What are you doing to keep that
promise?
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